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Introduction 
 
This is the executive summary for the Three Rivers open space, sport and recreation 
study. 
 
Methodology 
 
Work was undertaken via: 
 
� Review of existing policy and strategies. 
� Parish council questionnaire. 
� In-depth qualitative consultation. 
� Site visits. 
� A street survey, with 600 respondents in Three Rivers. 
� Development of a database and extensive GIS analysis. 
 
Built facilities 
 
� Just over a third (38%) of residents have visited a sports or recreation centre in the 

previous four weeks.  
� Just under a quarter (23%) have visited a village or community hall in the previous 

four weeks. 
� The majority of residents are unable to rate the quality of provision (mostly because 

of a lack of use of facilities).  Those that rated provision generally consider it to be 
good or very good. 

� Four-fifths (80%) of residents consider the provision of sports and recreation 
facilities to be important.  This decreases to 56% for village/community halls. 

 
Provision 
 
� There are five adequately sized sports halls (defined as four badminton courts or 

more), which are available for community use within Three Rivers. These consist of 
one, eight badminton court hall and four, four badminton court halls. One is 
provided at the major leisure centre facility and the other at school sites. There are 
three secondary schools with no sports hall provision. 

� There are five main swimming pool facilities in Three Rivers. TRDC provides two of 
these; one is currently managed on its behalf by Leisure Connection.  

� There is a good spread of fitness provision across the District provided by a mixture 
of management styles. TRDC being the largest provider at William Penn Leisure 
Centre and The Centre.  

� There are four community centres, including YMCA Woodlands, and twelve other 
community hall facilities located in Three Rivers. There is a heavy concentration of 
community facilities in Abbots Langley through a mixture of council and parish 
council ownership. 
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Key issues 
 
The key issues for built facility provision in Three Rivers are: 
 
� A shortfall of one swimming pool in the Abbots Langley area. 
� The absence of learner pools in the District. 
� The need to refurbish William Penn Leisure Centre. 
� Increasing community use and the variety of programmes at school sites. 
� Three secondary schools do not have access to a sports hall for curricular delivery. 
� Clubs consider the cost of hiring facilities to be expensive. 
� There is a considerable volume of gymnastics activity undertaken by young people in 

Three Rivers, but there is no club in the District catering for the activity. 
� There is a need for further fitness provision in the Croxley Green area. 
� Abbots Langley Community Centre requires refurbishment/replacement. 
� The programming and marketing of village/community halls restricts usage and access 

for some groups. 
 
Improving provision 
 
� Refurbish William Penn Leisure Centre. 
� Provide learner pools at William Penn Leisure Centre and Sir James Altham Centre. 
� Support the development of sports hall provision at Merchant Taylor School and 

secure community use. 
� Increase sports hall provision at Rickmansworth School and consider refurbishing the 

pool. 
� Support the development of a pool at Watford Leisure Centre to cater for the 

residents of Abbots Langley. 
� Increase the variety of community use programming at Clement Danes and 

Parmiters schools. 
� Refurbish/replace Abbots Langley Community Centre. 
� Develop fitness provision in the Croxley Green area. 
 
Outdoor sports facilities 
 
Provision 
 
� There are 39 senior, 25 junior and 24 mini football pitches in Three Rivers catering 

for a total of 165 teams. 
� There are 22 senior and one junior cricket pitch in Three Rivers catering for 45 

teams. 
� There are 18 senior rugby pitches catering for just five teams in the District. 
� There are five pitches and 2 ATPs catering for 12 hockey teams in Three Rivers. 
� There are five bowling greens available for community use in the District. 
� There are 46 tennis courts available for community use in Three Rivers, providing 

for 46 teams. 
� Parmiters School is the only secondary school in the District, which has outdoor 

netball courts, which are not over-marked with tennis. It has eight courts. 
� There are four 18-hole golf courses in Three Rivers and one 9-hole course. 
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� Watersports activities are carried out at The Aquadrome, Rickmansworth (made up 
of Batchworth, Bury and Stockers lakes) and Troy Lake, West Hyde. 

 
Key issues 
 
The key issues affecting outdoor sports provision in Three Rivers are: 
 
� Accommodating teams on one ‘home’ site. 
� The quality of sites. 
� Formalising community use of schools. 
� The lack of women’s/girls’ teams (cricket and rugby). 
� Creating a local bowls forum. 
� Increasing access to tennis courts. 
 
 
� Upgrading Parmiters – outdoor courts; car parking. 
� Implementing the management Plan at Aquadrome. 
� Facilitating primary schools with access to playgrounds/outdoor pitches. 
 
 
 
Improving provision 
 
� Address the following shortfalls/issues in provision: 

 
� Prioritise investment in pitch quality at sites, which have been classified as poor 

quality. 

� Redistribute play from sites, which have been identified as overplayed. 
� Each site to have appropriate size and specification changing facilities, which enable 

access from all users groups (e.g. women/girls/disabled) and pitch capacity to be 
maximised. 

Area No. of inadequate facilities Latent demand expressed Facilities being played over 
capacity

Abbots Langley area 1 senior football
1 mini football

None 2 senior football
1 junior football
1 mini football

Chorleywood area 8 junior football None 6 junior football

Croxley Green area 3 junior football 1 tennis court 3 senior football
1 junior football

Rickmansworth area None None None

Sarratt area None None None

Watford Rural area 1 senior football
1 mini football

None 1 junior football

Area No. of inadequate facilities Latent demand expressed Facilities being played over 
capacity

Abbots Langley area 1 senior football
1 mini football

None 2 senior football
1 junior football
1 mini football

Chorleywood area 8 junior football None 6 junior football

Croxley Green area 3 junior football 1 tennis court 3 senior football
1 junior football

Rickmansworth area None None None

Sarratt area None None None

Watford Rural area 1 senior football
1 mini football

None 1 junior football

AreaAreaArea No. of inadequate facilitiesNo. of inadequate facilitiesNo. of inadequate facilities Latent demand expressedLatent demand expressedLatent demand expressed Facilities being played over 
capacity

Facilities being played over 
capacity

Facilities being played over 
capacity

Abbots Langley areaAbbots Langley area 1 senior football
1 mini football
1 senior football
1 mini football

NoneNone 2 senior football
1 junior football
1 mini football

2 senior football
1 junior football
1 mini football

Chorleywood areaChorleywood area 8 junior football8 junior football NoneNone 6 junior football6 junior football

Croxley Green areaCroxley Green area 3 junior football3 junior football 1 tennis court1 tennis court 3 senior football
1 junior football
3 senior football
1 junior football

Rickmansworth areaRickmansworth area NoneNone NoneNone NoneNone

Sarratt areaSarratt area NoneNone NoneNone NoneNone

Watford Rural areaWatford Rural area 1 senior football
1 mini football
1 senior football
1 mini football

NoneNone 1 junior football1 junior football
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� At least two clubs in the District to provide and develop opportunities for girls’ and 
women’s participation. 

� Support Chess Valley RFC in developing opportunities for women’s and girls’ 
participation. This may have an implication for the provision of ancillary facilities. 

� ATP at St. Michael’s School to provide a junior hockey development centre. 
� Establish a local bowls forum in order that clubs can share information and resources 

for grounds maintenance. This could be done in partnership with Watford Borough 
Council. 

� Increase public awareness of playing and coaching opportunities at clubs through 
increased publicity. 

� Appropriate provision of ancillary facilities at all clubs to maximise accessibility and 
usability for recreational and competitive play. 

� Protect and maintain the current level of courts, which are open for public 
recreational use. 

� Provision of good quality outdoor courts and adequate car parking for the County 
development centre at Parmiter’s School. 

� Development/refurbishment of the Aquadrome to make it more accessible, usable 
and ‘fit for purpose’ in line with actions outlined in the ‘Aquadrome Management 
Plan’. 

� Protection and maintenance of the municipal facilities at Rickmansworth Golf 
Centre. 

 
Open spaces 
 
� The most commonly visited open spaces in Three Rivers are parks (53%), foot/cycle 

paths (53%) and nature areas (43%). 
� The most highly rated provision in terms of quality is nature areas (57% rating as 

good/very good), parks (55%) and foot/cycle paths (45%). 
� Almost all survey respondents (95%) stated that open spaces are very important or 

quite important to them.  
 
Provision 
 
� There are six sites classified as parks and gardens in Three Rivers with open access.  

These sites total 9.83 ha.  
� There are 118 sites classified as natural and semi-natural greenspaces in Three Rivers 

totalling 1159.67 ha. There are a further 45 sites with closed or restricted access.  
� There is a large network of green corridors with open access within each of the six 

analysis areas.  For the purposes of analysis, these have been grouped as one site in 
each area, totalling 30.71ha.  

� There are 28 sites classified as amenity greenspace in Three Rivers with open access, 
totalling 40.78ha.  

� There are 43 sites classified as provision for children and young people in Three 
Rivers with open access, totalling 9.51ha.  

� There are seven sites classified as allotments, city farms or community gardens in 
Three Rivers with open access. There are six sites totalling 3.18ha with 
restricted/closed access.  
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� There are seven sites classified as cemeteries, churchyards and burial grounds in 
Three Rivers with open access providing 11.26ha of provision.  

� There is one site – St Andrew’s Precinct - classified as civic spaces in Three Rivers 
with open access providing 1.38ha of provision.  

 
Key issues 
 
The key issues affecting open space provision in Three Rivers are: 
 
� Addressing perceptions that there is a high level of anti-social behaviour/vandalism in 

open spaces in the District. 
� Dealing with unauthorised (and illegal) motorbike use of open spaces. 
� More effective use of open spaces for health benefits 
� Greater use of friends of/community groups to manage sites. 
� Adopting the principles of Green Flag in the operation and management of more 

open spaces. 
� More proactive work re biodiversity. 
� Meeting DDA requirements. 
 
� Exploring m 
 
� anagement options for Whippendell Woods (owned by Watford BC, but mostly 

located within Three Rivers). 
� Upgrading/enhancing public rights of way (with Hertfordshire County Council). 
� Enhancing the security of amenity greenspace. 
� Improvements to allotment provision (many of which are the responsibility of 

allotment associations) 
� Increasing the number of civic spaces, especially in Rickmansworth. 
� Increasing provision for children and young people.  There is also a need to reduce 

the number of LAPs and improving fencing/surfaces. 
 
Improving provision 
 
� Catchment mapping shows that the following settlements in the District do not have 

access to formal open space:   
 

� Maple Cross � South Oxhey 
� Rickmansworth (part of) � Hunton Bridge 
� Moor Park � Bedmond 
� Eastbury  

 
� No additional demand for formal open space has been identified through the 

consultation undertaken. 
� Catchment mapping shows that there are no settlements, which do not have access 

to informal open space 
� Consultation identified demand for the following provision: 

� Green corridor – South Oxhey. 
� Green corridor – Croxley Common Wood. 
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� Green corridor – Long Valley Wood. 
 
� Catchment mapping has highlighted the following settlements as deficient in provision 

for children and young people: 
 

� Sarratt. � Eastbury. 
� Chorleywood. � Northwood. 
� Moor Park  

 
� Demand has been expressed for the following new provision for children and young 

people: 
� Pond Wood – play area required. 
� Bedmond – play area required. 
� Maple Cross, Old Uxbridge Road – skatepark and youth shelter. 
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CHILTERN

DACORUM

HILLINGDON
SOUTH BUCKS

WATFORD

ST. ALBANS

SARRATT AREA

ABBOTS LANGLEY 

AREA

WATFORD RURAL 

AREA

RICKMANSWORTH AREA

CROXLEY GREEN 

AREA

CHORLEYWOOD 

AREA

Moor Park Golf Club

Rickmansworth Golf Course

Batchworth Golf Club

Chorleywood Golf Club

Oxhey Park Golf Club

Three Rivers
Golf  Clubs

Municipal

Private
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.���� ��� ���� (�����!���� )������ ������������ ������� ���� ��!���� ������� #��� �������
������� #���������� ���� ������ ���������� #���������� ��� .����� )�&���1� -���#���������� .����
�������� �#� ���� ������� �������� ��� ���&������ �#� 9������� #���������8� ���� ���� ��!����
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�
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�
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��������!+���������.���������������������� ���������������+�� ����>���+��������
���"�+������������.���� ����������������������������!������������ �������&��������
����������������������������������������#�����������'�������&����������������!�?�����
����*��������>���������1�����������)�����������������
�
�'!(� ��)"��� �"�(� �"�� !� #*��� (������! � �� "++�����!"�(� ���� )"#! ��
",-� �!.�(&��'!(�!(�!� #*����/!�'!���'������������" *+���&�
�
�*�!��
�
����� #�������� ��� ����������� ��� 9��?�� #��� ��?�8� #����������  ������ ���� � �� #�������� ����1� ���
������������������+�����������#������$������.������������������������������+�������#1�
���� ������������������ +�� ���1� ���� +����� #���������� ��� .����� )�&���� ���� �&��������
��!�����/����&�����������������������#��������#��������!���1� ������������������������
������&�����!���&������@��������������#�������������!�����������!����������1� �����
�����������1�������������������������?���
�
.��� ���!� 9������ #���������8� ��������� �����1� ��������+����� ������� �������� ���� 9*��������
 ���8������#������1� ������&������� #�������������� #�������������&�����+��+������������������
���� ���&���� ��������� 6������ ����� #��!� ��?1� � �������� ���� !�����!���� ����
#����!�������� �!��������� .���� �����!���� ���� �##����&������  ����  ����� #����������
���&����������!!����������!�����������������
�
����� �������� ������� ���� ��!!������ ������� ��� &������� ��� ������ ��� #������� ������#��
��!����#��� �!���&����������������� #�����������(��������!���������������#�����&�������
�������������*�������� ���������������������.����#�������������������������������&�������
+�� 00,� ��� ���+��� .)*'� ��� ��&����� �� ������ #����� #��� ������ #���������� ���� ������#��
����������� #��� �������� ���� ��&���!���� ��� ���� ��+��$����� ��������� ����(������ ,�����
.)*'������������������������!���������##�����#���������������#�������������������������
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+������� ��� ��� ����������� ����� ���� ��&����!���� �#� �������������� ��� ������������ ���
���!� ��� +����� ����+����� +�� #�������� �������� ������� ��� ��&�� +���� ������#���� ��� +�����
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�
���#�(!����'���*�!��
�
�������	���
����
�
'����!����������#�����##�������������#����&���������&�����������#���������#�����������
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�
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�A%�C��#������������#�� �!!����������
����������������� ��!�� #��!� �����������!���������&�� ��!���'������������ ���������
��������������+�����������$�������������������� ��������������&���#��!������ �#���
�����  ����� �B����� !�!+���� ��� ���&���� .���� ��������  ���� 00,8�� �B��������� �#�
 ��?����  ���� �������� #���������� ���� ��&���� ��!������� ����� ������!����� #��� ��!�����
�����������������1��������+��������������#���������#���������������!����������#��������
#�����������.�����)�&�������������������������D������������#�#����������������&���������
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!����!������� !����� ����� ��� ��������� ���� $��������&��  ��?� ��!������� ������� ����
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�
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����������� +�� ���� �?!� ���� �?!� �#� ���� #��������� 00,� ���!��� ��� �������������� ���
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�
���������������������������������� ����������#�����.�����������������������+����������
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����!!������������������������������������(������,����<���+�������������+��$�����
��������!�����#� �����������=��-� �&��1� ��� ��� �!�������� ������������� �����!����� �����
!����!������� ���� ���� ����� ���� ��?�� �������� �#� $��������&�� ��#��!������ ���������
�������������� �������� ������������� ���� ����� &������� /�� ��� ���1� �����#���1� ��� ���� ��!��
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.��� �������� �#� ���� �������� ��������� ���� ��������� ������ ���� ����&���� ��������� ��� �����
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#���������� ���� �������� (�������1� ���� !����������� ��������� ���� +�1� ���� ���� +���1�
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�
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SOUTH BUCKS

HARROW

HERTSMERE

ST. ALBANS

DACORUM

CHILTERN

HILLINGDON

WATFORD

W2

HE

D3

W1

1

2

3

Three Rivers
Population Density per square mile

30,001 to 35,560

25,001 to 30,000

20,001 to 25,000

15,001 to 20,000

10,001 to 15,000

5,001 to 10,000

0 to 5,000
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DACORUM
ST. ALBANS

HARROW

HERTSMEREWATFORD

HILLINGDON

SOUTH BUCKS

CHILTERN

W2

W1

3

15

16

18

19

Three Rivers
Population Density per square mile

30,001 to 35,560

25,001 to 30,000

20,001 to 25,000

15,001 to 20,000

10,001 to 15,000

5,001 to 10,000

0 to 5,000
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HARROW

HERTSMERE
WATFORD

DACORUM

HILLINGDON

SOUTH BUCKS

ST. ALBANS

CHILTERN

1

3

15

19

20

W2

D3

Three Rivers
Population Density per square mile

30,001 to 35,560

25,001 to 30,000

20,001 to 25,000

15,001 to 20,000

10,001 to 15,000

5,001 to 10,000

0 to 5,000
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HILLINGDON

HARROW

HERTSMERE

WATFORD

SOUTH BUCKS

DACORUM ST. ALBANS

CHILTERN

2

3

15

18

21

22

Three Rivers
Fitness provision

Fitness - Public

Fitness - Private

Population Density per square mile

30,001 to 35,560

25,001 to 30,000

20,001 to 25,000

15,001 to 20,000

10,001 to 15,000

5,001 to 10,000

0 to 5,000
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DACORUM

HARROW

HERTSMEREWATFORD

HILLINGDON

SOUTH BUCKS

ST. ALBANS

CHILTERN

8

21

2

27

9

13

12

4

5

6

7

10

11

22

24

25

26

Three Rivers

Community Centre

Village Hall

Population Density per square mile

30,001 to 35,560

25,001 to 30,000

20,001 to 25,000

15,001 to 20,000

10,001 to 15,000

5,001 to 10,000

0 to 5,000
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Three Rivers

Built Facilities

Community Centre

Leisure Centre

School

Village Hall

Population Density per square mile

30,001 to 35,560

25,001 to 30,000

20,001 to 25,000

15,001 to 20,000

10,001 to 15,000

5,001 to 10,000

0 to 5,000
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